The rationale for Reading Together®
and the transformative shifts for
children and their families and whanau
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When implemented
well - Reading Together®

Transformative changes can occur

Source: Robinson, V., Hohepa, M., & Lloyd, C. (2009). School leadership and student outcomes: Identifying what works and why:
J Best evidence synthesis iteration. Wellington: Ministry of Education
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¢ exemplifies manaakitanga and
whanaungatanga

¢ builds high trust relationships
between school staff,
parents, whanau, librarians,
communities and iwi

¢ supports positive family-child
bonding

¢ provides ongoing access to
books and texts

¢ promotes positive reading habits

¢ raises children’s reading levels.

“Reading is no
longer a task, but

Ka pai té mahi
me haere tonu.”
(Whanau)

Culturally responsive
& inclusive

This is the FIRST of four communication tools explaining the findings of: Oakden, J. & Spee, K (2022) Reading Together® Te Panui Ngatahi: Summary of evaluations and implementation exemplars. Wellington: Pragmatica.
These focus on Reading Together® Te Panui Ngatahi in schools. They aim to make the research evidence more accessible to support collaboration between Te Tahuhu o te Matauranga, Te Mahau, schools and communities.

something to enjoy.

Maori and Pacific whanau say they can:

helping with reading

improved engagement with their children’s
school

positive relationships between parents and the
children’s teachers

improved equity of access to books and
information.

+ show improved reading results

» experience continued and long-term gains
in reading when compared with children
whose whanau did not have access to Reading
Together®.

“Because
reading is built
on relationships,
it promotes social
wellness...provided we
take the stress out of the
situation and Reading
Together® does that.”
(Deputy Principal)

“..I wish | had

done this course
earlier...We have to

break the cycle. It is
helping with the whole
family now in all
their homework.”
(Whanau)

support children’s reading with
positive strategies

show increased empathy and
emotional support

adapt and respond to their
children’s learning needs

see fathers becoming more active
in their child’s learning.

Reading Together®
is proven

Average increase in child’s READING
ACHIEVEMENT LEVEL is larger when
parents and whanau attended Reading
Together® Te Panui Ngatai

READING
TOGETHER®
GROUP
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Source: Biddulph, J, & Tuck, B. (1983)

evaluation reports

« data, implementation reports and
communications from key Ministry staff helping
to scale the programme in the past

Te Tiriti o Waitangi (%)

in action

in parents’ and families’ approaches to
reading after attending Reading Together®
at Ekalesia Faapotopotoga Kerisiano
Samoan (EFKS) churches

| feel confident
helping my
children as they
learn to read

BEFORE 67%
AFTER

Reading Together® Te Panui Ngatahi builds strong
partnerships in action at Ngati Moko marae when
delivered by Maori. The marae had agency and
retained their own tikanga in delivering the
programme. This approach supported tamariki
learning to read in English and Te Reo Maori.

CONSISTENT GAINS in English and te reo
Maori amongst students at Fairhaven School
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Maori students Pacific students Maori students
attaining national attaining national reading at or above
standards in English standards in English in te reo Maori

Source: Fairhaven School-Iwi Partnership

| enjoy my own
personal reading
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| know how to o
judge whether my 51/:
children will find a

book too hard 81%

Helping our
children with their 50%
reading is a fun and
enjoyable time 80%
0
At home we often 46%’
read to our children
10%
22%
50%

Source: Oakden, J. (2021). Evaluation of Reading Together®
Te Panui Ngatai 2020 Case Study: Benefits of programme
delivery in Samoan churches.

We regularly go
to the local library

Commissioned by Iterative Best Evidence Synthesis (BES) Hei Kete Raukura. Design by
: Parent Information and Community Intelligence. Te Pae Aronui, Te Tahuhu o te Matauranga.



https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/publications/series/2515/60170
mailto:reading.together%40education.govt.nz?subject=Reading%20Together%20in%20my%20school
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/topics/BES/reading-together-te-panui-ngatahi
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/topics/BES/reading-together-te-panui-ngatahi/manurewa-central-school
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/topics/BES/reading-together-te-panui-ngatahi/manurewa-central-school
https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/topics/BES/reading-together-te-panui-ngatahi/fairhaven-school

